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Visit of Maureen Baker 

The RCGP Chair visited to understand more about the 

Federation. Feedback was positive and she focused on the 

Federation in her weekly blog.  A short video interview with 

her is on www.suffolkfed.org.uk under News. 

£5 a patient for admission avoidance 

Maureen Baker emphasised that general practice in the 

future will need to deliver services at scale and in greater 

collaboration. The £5 scheme is an example and your Fed 

has pulled together the admission avoidance schemes 

discussed at the East February shutdown and sent this to 

PMs, East and West.   

Please let David know if you want to take this opportunity 

for joint working.  

MDDUS group buying 

Close to 50 members have agreed to switch to MDDUS, a 

number which triggers the 2.5% discount automatically 

applied to current and future members, and rising to 5% with  

100 members. 

Board update 

Crispin Dunne (Swan Surgery) is joining to represent the 

West.  Gary Taylor (GP director for DHG) is having a six 

month sabbatical and Mike Barstow (Framlingham) will cover 

for him.  All Board positions are now filled.  

Sharing good practice workshop 1 April 

The next workshop has some great speakers (1 April 7pm 

Stowhealth): 

 Managing a partner-lite practice - Dr Arvind Madan, a 

partner in the Hurley Group in London (Clare Gerada’s 

practice) with four partners and 80 salaried GPs.  It 

manages 17 practices and 4 walk-in centres. 

 What happens when you cannot recruit ? - Simon 

Sherwood, from Clacton which has a nurse led service. 

 Ways to reduce practice spend on phlebotomy—Paul 

Driscoll from Haven Health.  The practice has reduced  

testing by 40% with no impact on clinical quality. 

Please email admin@suffolkfed.org.uk to confirm 

attendance. 

 

News from our neighbours 

 The North East Essex GP Federation is called GP Primary 

Choice and has won two contracts from its CCG for 

phlebotomy and to organise additional weekend primary 

care over the winter. 

 The Norfolk LMC is sponsoring the formation of a 

federation covering the whole county. 

 In Southend we presented at an event organised by the 

CCG and LMC encouraging practices to Federate. 

Fed in the news 

 Your Fed featured in a Health Service Journal article on  

how primary care is addressing the challenges it faces. 

 John Havard mentioned the Federation in an East Anglian 

Daily Times article on Suffolk primary care. 

East ultrasound 

The number of ultrasound requests to scan both abdomen 

and pelvis is rising. These requests require a double 

appointment yet attract the same flat rate fee as a single 

appointment. Please endeavour to use the history and 

examination to ensure the single appropriate test is 

requested. 

Closure of the urology intermediate 

clinic 

The CCG is decommissioning the clinic which will therefore 

close, the last clinic being 25 April. Please don’t make any 

further referrals. Existing patients will be transferred to IHT. 

Advertising GP vacancies 

www.suffolkfed.org.uk has high traffic with 708 visitors last 

month, many of whom are GPs from all round the country.  

There is a page to advertise practice GP vacancies and if you 

wish please email your advert to admin@suffolkfed.org.uk. 

Employment law advice 

With income falling, practices may require additional HR 

advice.  The Fed uses AP Partnerships, and has negotiated a 

discounted HR support package with the same company for 

£20 per employee per annum.  

Comments to tim.reed@suffolkfed.org.uk 
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