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Update on GP+ (Extended primary Care 

Service) 

GP+ is an extended primary care pilot which is now running 

from Riverside in Ipswich and from November a Bury location 

to be agreed.  Both sites will be open Weekdays - 6.30pm to 

9pm and Weekends/Bank Holidays – 9am to 9pm.  The 

service, is staffed by a mixture of local GPs and NPs, will 

have access to patient notes including onward referrals and 

tests.  A full admin and IT team will support the clinicians. 

The Ipswich service has now commenced with a phased 

approach to test the systems and IT.    

Across Suffolk over 50 local GPs and NPs have expressed an 

interest in working with GP+ and the first wave of inductions 

have been completed.  A further wave is planned in 

September and October—please email Sally White if you 

would like to attend (sally.white@suffolkfed.org.uk). 

We have written to practices with details of how patients 

can be booked into the service, how consent and access to 

patient notes will work and a practice/Fed data sharing 

agreement which is being reviewed by the LMC.   

Primary care workforce 

We have been busy over the summer implementing various 

initiatives: 

• The GP Fellowship Scheme was advertised in Pulse and 

BMJ and a number of applications have been received. 

The main thrust of the scheme will be next year.   

• We now have a ’Work in Suffolk’ brochure and the Fed 

website has been updated with more information on 

working in Suffolk and the support we can give 

individuals. The next phase is to have all vacancies 

interactively available online along with a video we 

have commissioned.  The aim is to have the site at the 

top of Google searches. 

• We are recruiting for the Young GP Development 

Programme ‘Leading the Way’ which will be run by 

Judy Oliver and her team and will start on 12th 

November (10 sessions). A similar session will be run 

for PMs. 

• There has been a reasonable amount of interest by 

members in the NHSE pilot to test pharmacists 

working in primary care.  Our model is designed to 

shift work directly from GPs to pharmacists.  Details 

are with your PM. 

• Outstanding work includes developing a suite of 

support for pre-retirement GPs, a leadership 

development programme for experienced GPs and an 

induction programme for new PMs.    

West Suffolk leg ulcers 

We are in contact with West Suffolk Hospital (who will be 

responsible for community services from 1 October) regarding 

leg ulcers.  Bury and Blackbourne practices currently 

undertake this work via a LES and other practices on an ad 

hoc basis.    

 

East Suffolk ultrasound—good news 

We have restructured our ultrasound service and recruited 

additional sonographers.  This means: 

• We can once again scan patients who need a double 

appointment e.g. abdo and pelvis.  

• We will aim to have reports back to practices around 

five working days post referral, for those patients 

choosing to be scanned in Ipswich, Stowmarket and 

Woodbridge/Wickham Market.   

• If patients choose Aldeburgh, Bildeston, Eye, 

Felixstowe and Hadleigh the wait is typically a little 

longer as the clinics run less regularly. 

Remember if a patient needs to be referred to a hospital we 

transfer the images and the report.  We also automatically 

book patients for rescans e.g. for changes in ovarian cysts.  
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Primary care mental health bid 

Both CCGs and Suffolk County Council are tendering primary 

care mental health services.  These include Wellbeing/IAPT, 

CAMHs, non-psychotic services and Children & Young People. 

Feedback from members suggest these services could be 

significantly improved e.g. CAMHs Tier 1 and 2 are 

unavailable to most GPs.  The Fed is working with North 

Essex Partnership, Suffolk Mind and Anglia Care Trust to bid 

for the service. 

A joint team has developed a set of principles for how we 

want the new service to run if we are successful with our bid 

and also a clinical model.  We have also visited Sandwell in 

the Midlands which has an excellent primary care mental 

health service which is largely based in practices. 

We will be consulting with practices over the next month or 

so, to test our proposed model and ensure it reflects your 

needs. 

Cardiology service 

6 GPs have now completed their training and induction for 

the Fed’s cardiology service run in conjunction with IHT.  

Referrals are automatically redirected from the hospital to 

the service which aims to discharge most patients after the 

first consultation.  You will notice more letters coming back 

from us. 

Members’ Agreement 

A draft Members’ Agreement is now ready and will be 

published for comments/feedback via your PMs.  We are 

going to have to change our Articles of Association to reflect 

the Members Agreement and will do both together. 

 

Paul Driscoll 

Paul.driscoll@suffolkfed.org.uk 


