
Changes to
Cervical Screening

for Ages 25–49:

What You
Need to

Know



Women and people
with a cervix, aged 25

to 49, who test
negative for high-risk
HPV at their screening

appointment

Screening intervals
will change from every

3 years, to every 5
years

Those whose sample
indicates the

presence of HPV, or
who have a recent

history of HPV

Continue to be invited
for more frequent

screenings

What is changing?

REMINDER:

YOU ARE DUE

FOR YOUR
CERVICAL

SCREENING



HPV (human
papillomavirus)

is a common
virus that most

people will get at
some point

It is passed on
through skin-to-

skin intimate
contact. The

immune system
usually clears it

If it doesn’t
clear, it can

cause changes
in cells and

increase the risk
of cancer

It is important to
remember that

having HPV does
not mean that

you have or will
develop cervical

cancer

What is HPV?



No. Next test due dates will not be changed
retrospectively. You will be invited at the interval in
which you were advised of at the time of your last
test.

If your test result is negative but your last test (taken
within the last 5 years) showed an HPV positive
result, you will still be invited for screening in 3 years
time.

Only those who attend cervical screening on or after
1 July, and meet the clinical criteria, will have their
next test due date set at 5 years.

Will everyone move
onto the 5 year
pathway
automatically?



It’s important to remember that having HPV does
not mean that you have or will develop cervical
cancer.

If HPV is found, but no cell changes, you’ll be tested
again in 1 year.

If HPV and cell changes are found, you’ll be sent to a
special clinic called colposcopy to look more closely
at your cervix.

What happens if I
test positive for
HPV?



The HPV vaccine doesn’t protect against all strains of
HPV. That’s why it’s important that you attend your
cervical screening appointment even if you’ve been
vaccinated.

If you notice anything unusual for you, like bleeding
between periods, or after sex, talk to your GP
practice. Don’t wait for a screening invitation.

I’ve had a HPV
vaccination, do I
still need to have
cervical screening?



We are here to
support YOU!


